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crushed, and he reported to the President against
recognition. These papers were transmitted to the
Senate in March, 1850. Mr. Hiilsemann, the Aus-
trian charg$, thereupon complained of the action
of our administration, and Mr. Clayton, then Sec-
retary of State, replied that the mission of the
agent had been simply to gather information. On
receiving further instructions from his government,
Mr. Hiilsemann rejoined to Mr. Clayton, and it
fell to Mr. Webster to reply, which he did on De-
cember 21,1850. The note of the Austrian chargS
was in a hectoring and highly offensive tone, and
Mr. Webster felt the necessity of administering a
sharp rebuke. " The Hiilsemann letter," as it
was called, was accordingly dispatched. It set
forth strongly the right of the United States and
their intention to recognize any de facto revolu-
tionary government, and to seek information in all
proper ways in order to guide their action. The
argument on this point was admirably and forcibly
stated, and it was accompanied by a bold vindica-
tion of the American policy, and by some severe
and wholesome reproof. Mr. Webster had two
objects. One was to awaken the people of Europe
to a sense of the greatness of this country, the
other to touch the national pride at home. He
did both. The foreign representatives learned a
lesson which they never forgot, and which opened
their eyes to the 'fact that we were no longer col-
onies, and the national pride was also aroused